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MACHAKOS UNIVERSITY  
University Examinations 2022/2023 

SCHOOL OF HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES 

DEPARTMENT OF LINGUISTICS AND LANGUAGES 

EXAMINATION FOR MASTER OF ARTS  

MAA 500: GENERAL RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

  

DATE: 27/4/2023                       TIME: 9:00 – 12:00 NOON 

 

INSTRUCTIONS 

Use the context below to answer ANY THREE questions. 

The Context 

The Government of Kenya has singled out Universal Health Care, Food Security, 

Manufacturing, and Housing as the main issues that need attention from all quarters. As a 

postgraduate student, you feel that you can easily identify with one theme from which you can 

develop a research idea in your discipline for your MA thesis.  

The Questions 

QUESTION ONE (20 MARKS) 

Demonstrate how background reading will help you to frame your statement of the problem, 

objectives, research questions and hypotheses or assumptions.  

  

QUESTION TWO (20 MARKS) 

Discuss the interrelationships among any four types of research variables you will need in your 

study.           

QUESTION THREE (20 MARKS) 

Describe any two sampling techniques you will need to determine your study sample and 

comment on representativeness in each case.   
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QUESTION FOUR (20 MARKS) 

Prepare one research instrument you will need to collect data in your study and show why you 

need the instrument.   

      

QUESTION FIVE (20 MARKS) 

Name any four ethical issues that may arise in your study and explain how you will address 

them.           


