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INSTRUCTIONS  

 This paper comprises five questions 

 Answer question number one and any other two questions 

 All the optional questions carry equal marks  

 Candidates to have relevant design manuals 

 

QUESTION ONE (30 MARKS) 

a) Define the term model.                               (3 marks)  

b) State two main categories of a model         (6 marks)                  

c) Using  a neat sketch, highlight any five links between transportation and society goals     

                                                                                                                          (7 marks) 

d) Clearly explain the main ten problems encountered in data collection for transportation 

studies in developing countries like Kenya.                                       (10 marks) 

e) Describe two characteristics that a study area should fulfill in origin-destination studies?    

(4 marks) 

QUESTION TWO (20 MARKS) 

a) A gravity model was calibrated with the results as shown in table 1 

Table 1 

Impedance (travel time, min), w 4 6 8 11 15 

Friction factor, F 0.035 0.029 0.025 0.021 0.019 
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Calculate the parameters A and C given that the relationship between the impedances (w) 

and friction factor (F) is given by the equation  

                                                                                                                                 (8 marks) 

b) Briefly and with the aid of suitable diagrams explain the following terms as used in 

establishment of study areas for purposes of gathering data for transport studies: 

i. Screen line 

ii. Cordon line 

iii. Desire lines                                                                                                    (12 marks) 

 

QUESTION THREE (20 MARKS) 

a) i)  Clearly distinguish between revealed preferences (RP) survey and stated preferences 

 (SP) survey with regard to data collection for transportation studies.  (4 marks) 

ii)  Explain the stages in an SP- data collection process.                          (5 marks) 

b) Data gathering for transport studies is one of the most expensive stages of the study process. 

Discuss the most typical constraints in the transport studies that need to be considered 

beforehand and to be clearly addressed.      (5 marks) 

c) The spot speed at a particular location on highway is known to be normally distributed with 

a mean of 80 K.P.H and a standard deviation of 15 K.P.H. What is the probability that if a 

sample of 100 vehicles are tested the mean speed observed will exceed 75 K.P.H   (6 marks) 

   

QUESTION FOUR (20 MARKS) 

a) Define the following terms with respect to traffic survey 

i. Population of interest 

ii. Sampling unit                                                                             (4 marks) 

b) Having identified the desired survey population and selected a sampling unit it is necessary 

to obtain a sampling frame from which to draw the sample. Outline five deficiencies that 

these sampling frames suffer from.                                           (10 marks)                                                          

c) Explain three sampling methods that are commonly used in road-side interview (RSI) 

method                                                                                                    (6 marks) 
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QUESTION FIVE (20 MARKS) 

a) Briefly explain the following: 

i) trip generation models 

ii)  trip distribution models  

iii) trip assignment models  

iv) modal split (modal choice) models.                (8 marks) 

b) The trip rate (y) and the corresponding household sizes (x) from a sample are shown in table 

2 below. Using regression method, compute the trip rate if the average household size is 

3.25.            (6 marks) 

Table 2 

          House hold size (x) 

1 2 3 4 

Trips per day (y) 1 3 4 5 

3 4 5 8 

3 5 7 8 

                                            

c) i) Calculate the system travel time and link flow by doing user equilibrium assignment for 

the network in figure 1below.       (3 marks) 

ii) Verify that the flows are at user equilibrium. (Note, sum of flows x1 and x2 equals 12)                                                                                     

          (3 marks) 
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Fig. 1 
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