MACHAKOS UNIVERSITY

University Examinations 2019/2020 Academic Year
SCHOOL OF HOSPITALITY AND TOURISM MANAGEMENT
DEPARTMENT OF HOSPITALITY MANAGEMENT
THIRD YEAR SECOND SEMESTER EXAMINATION FOR
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN HOSPITALITY AND TOURISM MANAGEMENT
BTM 376-3: - SOCIOLOGY OF TOURISM

DATE: 12/11/2020 TIME: 8:30 - 10:30 AM

INSTRUCTIONS

Answer Question One and Any Other Two Questions
SECTION A: COMPULSORY

QUESTION ONE (30 MARKYS)

Carefully read the case study below and answer the questions.

Bodies for Sale: Sex Tourism in Malindi

By Rasna Warah

Overthe Christmasholiday season, foreign tourists started to trickle back to the Kenyan coastal town of
Malindi, thanks to the lifting of travel advisories and the calming of political tensions that peaked this
time last year in the wake of the 2017 election. Tourism in Malindi has suffered enormouslyinthe
lastfew years after a spate of terroristattacks in the country and many hotels, shopsandrestaurantshave
closeddownasaresult. Poorinfrastructure and generalneglectofthe townhavefurthereroded Malindi’s
fortunes. Thereturnoftourismwasawelcomerelief, especially for small traders and people working in

the hotel industry.

However, no matterhow bad the local economy gets, one aspectof Malindi neverdies: the thriving sex
tourism industry. On any given day, in the many cafes in this town, you will find aging foreigners,both
maleand female, accompanied bylocals, many of whomappeartobeunderage. Childprostitutionis
toleratedhere,andnooneblinksaneye whenthey see youngblack womenor girls accompanying much

older white men.

Examination Irregularity is punishable by expulsion Page 1of5



Young men are also being lured into the business. The other day, I saw a group of young men
(usuallyreferred to asbeachboys) withbare chests standinginlineasifinaslave marketoutsidea
famous hotel in Malindi. The idea, as someone pointed out, is to get the attention of aging white women
staying at the hotel who would be willing to “sponsor’” the men in exchange for sex. This display of
young male bodies on a beach in Kenya left me wondering how far we have come as a nation when our

youth are forced to peddle their own flesh to earn a living.

Stories of married local men taking on foreign “wives” during the peak holiday season, and then going
back to their real Kenyan wives during the low season, are common here. I have often wondered
whatpromptsanolder womantohave sex withamuch youngermanwhoisclearlyinthe game for the
money. While female prostitution has existed since time immemorial, this phenomenon of sugar mummies

is one that I still cannot wrap my head around.

Those who visit Malindi frequently or who live here are familiar with this scenario. When I first moved
here, thesightofold, wrinkly European menand women with young Kenyan womenormen who were
young enough to be their grandchildren used to nauseate me. I wrote about this exploitative practice
inseveral of my columns in the Daily Nation,only to be reprimanded by the Italianconsulbasedhere
(andoncealsobytheltalianambassadorto Kenya) whoinformed methat ItaliansinMalindi werenotin
the seasideresorttohave sex withlocal womenorchildren, butthat theyhadmadesignificant
investmentsinthetownandwerealsocontributingtocharitablecauses. (Apartfromhotelsand
restaurants and the odd charity, [ have yettosee these investments.) [have alsoonseveraloccasionsbeen
scoldedbysome Italianresidents here, many of whom view Malindi astheirpersonal playground,an
extensionofItalyinanungovernedterrain where anything goes. (Rumourhasitthat Malindi was once

the hideout of Italian mafiadons who were wanted in Italy.)

MalindiisauniquetowninthatitnotonlyhostsasizeableItalian populationbutalsoattractslarge numbers
ofItaliantourists. Hence, manysignsinthetownareinItalian,and Malindi oftenfeelslike acolonyofTtaly.
Almosteverybody, fromtheboda-bodaridertothefisherman, speaksItalian. Even those whohavemoved
tothetownrecently quicklylearnto speak thelanguage. Italians living here haverefusedtolearneither
EnglishorKiswahili. When Iasked alocal residenthow he feltabouthis hometown being taken over by
foreigners, he shrugged his shoulders and said, “We need them.

Withouttheltalians, wewillhavenojobs.” Onebusinesswomantoldme, “Malindican’tsurvive

without the Italians.”
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Inmanyways, tourisminKenya’scoastalbelt,andinotherpoortourismdestinations, feelsalotlike
colonialism. Bani Amor, who describes herself as a “queer travel writer, photographer and artist from
Brooklyn by way of Ecuador”, says that like colonial settlers, rich white tourists coming to these
destinations not only feel entitled to the land but to its women as well. Income inequality between the

tourist and the local population exacerbates the situation.

My own encounters with Italians living here have left a sour taste in my mouth. Though I have
befriendedafewenlightenedones, Ifindthemajority’sattitudetowards Kenyans, thelocal Giriama in
particular, to be condescending and racist. There is a type of apartheid here that makes a mockery
of Kenya’sindependence. Forexample, when I tried to sit ata table full of Italians at the Malindi Golf
Clubnottoolongago,anItalianwomanliterally “shooed” meaway. Apparently, tables at the club are

racially segregated. I have not been back to the club since.

Unfortunately,somelocalleaders view these forms ofapartheidandsexual exploitationasbeneficialto the
economy. Not too long ago, a female senator urged her female constituents to bare their breastsinorderto
boosttourism. Mombasa Senator EmmaMburaurged Mijikendawomento go topless and wearjustaleso
around theirhips. She argued that foreigners used tocome to Kenya’s coastalregionspecificallytolookat
naked Africanbreasts,and thattherecentpracticeof covering them had keptthem away. She apparently
believes thatif more coastal women walked around naked, foreign tourists will come in droves to

Kenya’s beach resorts.

Local people, grappling with poverty, have also grown up believing that their bodies are there tobe used.
Theirstunted lives donotallow them toimagine aplace where they, not the foreigners, arein charge. They
havebeenmarginalised and sexually exploited forsolong thatthey see selling sex as normal. They donot
aspire tobe doctors or lawyers or fashion designers because there are few role modelsintheircommunity
who can show them that there are other more productive andless self- denigrating ways of earningaliving.

Those Malindians who manage to obtain ahighereducation don’t bother coming back.

Nothing changes in Malindi, [ am told, because everyone, including politicians and the police, are in the
pockets of criminal elements. Sex tourism thrives here because women, men, girls and boys are sexually
exploited or “bought” in private villas, not in hotels, which have become much more vigilant about sex

tourism, especially child prostitution, in recent years.
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Peoplein Malindi tell me thatin aplaces like Kilifi County, whichis among the six poorestcounties inthe
country, Ishouldexpectthe sexual exploitationof childrenand adults. Theydonotsee these practicesas
sexualexploitationbutasalegitimate trade—aformof prostitutionbutwithlessstigma because the men
and women who buy them are white and because they donot operate from seedy brothels. Someparents
evenencouragetheirdaughterstoactivelyseek out white tourists, whoare referred to as dhahabu (gold).
Prostitution, theysay, helps poor women, girls, men and boystoraise familiesand supportsiblings. When
peoplestartbelievingthatsellingtheirbodiesistheonlyoption available to them, then you know that

something has gone deeply wrong in this county.

Surveys show that the largest consumers of sex tourism (including sex with minors) in Kenyaare Italian,
Swissand Germantourists. Interestingly,localsalsoformalarge partofthose whosexually exploit
children. A study by the Dutch NGO Terre des Hommes found that boda-bodariders, in particular, use the
promiseofafreeridetohave sex withunder-age girls. The studyalsosingled out Malindi as a place where

contacts with locals are used to supply children to foreign tourists.

Whilethe presence of tourists in Malindi and other parts of the coastis desirable, as they helpbuild the
local economy through creating jobs and spending money on local products, it has also introduceda
type of decadence thathashad anegativeimpact onthelocal population. The sightof somanylocal
women, girlsandboysbeingopenlyboughtinthetownnodoubthasanimpactonthe mindsetand
aspirations of the younger generation, whichislikelytofallintothe sametrap asthere are few other
options available to them.

Manyorganizationshaveraisedthealarmaboutthesexualexploitationof womenandchildrenat the
coast, but their warnings have had little impact because there is little will on the part of the authorities
toaddresstheissue. Itappearsthatthe Kenyangovernmentandofficialsviewwomen, girls and boys at
the coast as a tourist attraction —as mere flesh to be exploited at the altar of the almighty tourist dollar.

Published by the good folks at The Elephant

a) Identify and explain the type of Host- Guest relationship that exists in Malindi as depicted in
case study. (10 marks)
b) Explain Five Negative social cultural impacts of tourism Malindi. (10 marks)
c) Analyze the relevance of Tourism Gaze theory of John Urry in the case study above.
(10 marks)
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SECTION B: ANSWER ANY OTHER TWO QUESTIONS

QUESTION TWO (20 MARKS)
a) Explain Five social cultural benefits of tourism in Kenya. (10 marks)
b) Describe four characteristics of culture (10 marks)

QUESTION THREE (20 MARKS)

a) Describe Five Measures that Must be put in place to maintain the cultural authenticity and meet
tourist expectations in Kenya. (10 marks)
b) Explain Five factors that have facilitated growth of cultural tourism in Kenya.
(10 marks)
QUESTION FOUR (20 MARKYS)
a) Explain five factors that motivate tourist mobility in a destination (10 marks)
b) Giving relevant examples describe the Kenya Non material culture. (10 marks)

QUESTION FIVE (20 MARKS)

a) Describe how tourism has contributed to gender inequality in the Hospitality and tourism
industry. (10 marks)

b) Explain five Physical controls measures that must be put in place to manage visitor mobility
impacts on the environment. (10 marks)
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