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INSTRUCTIONS 

Answer Question One and Any Other Two. 

 

QUESTION ONE (20 MARKS) 

 

Drawing illustrations from applied linguistics, discuss the following philosophical foundations of 

knowledge: 

 

i. Empiricism 

ii. Rationalism 

 

QUESTION TWO (20 MARKS) 

 

Some sections of a thesis in applied linguistics such as the background, statement of the problem 

and justification of the study should be guided by a model of argumentation. Discuss any two 

such models. 

 

QUESTION THREE (20 MARKS) 

 

Point out and discuss any two interpretive methods that can be used by researchers in applied 

linguistics to demonstrate novelty in their work. 
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QUESTION FOUR (20 MARKS) 

 

Outline any two theories of knowledge and show how each may be used to construct new 

knowledge in applied linguistics research. 

QUESTION FIVE (20 MARKS) 

 

Discuss how hedging can be used to prove that knowledge in applied linguistics is tentative. 


