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INSTRUCTIONS: 

 The paper consists of two sections. 

 Section A is compulsory. 

 Answer any two questions from section B. 

 Periodic Table is provided  
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SECTION A – COMPULSORY (30 MARKS) 

QUESTION ONE  

a) Explain the difference between sustainable chemistry and green chemistry.        (4 marks) 

b) Discuss: 

i) The concept of risk.                           (2 marks) 

ii) How risk has traditionally been reduced in industry.           (2 marks)  

iii) How green chemistry approaches the problem of risk.                 (2 marks) 

c) Elaborate the following statements: 

i) ‘Use of protecting groups/derivatization should be avoided whenever possible’.  

        (2 marks) 

ii) ‘Microwave heating is greener technology’.                                              (2 marks) 

d) Write down the twelve principles of Green Chemistry and explain any two principles of 

Green Chemistry with help of examples.                        (8 marks)  

e) Using your knowledge of organic chemistry, determine the atom economy and 

percentage yield for the production of phenytoin from benzil and urea in the presence of 

alcoholic potassium hydroxide.                                                         (4 marks) 

f) Describe the attribute of the two major groups of catalysts in green chemistry.   (4 marks) 

 

SECTION B - ANSWER ANY TWO QUESTIONS (20 MARKS EACH) 

QUESTION TWO (20 MARKS) 

a) Using relevant equations where necessary, discuss 

i)  A greener route for synthesis of adipic acid.                                             (5 marks) 

ii) Some of the problems associated with conventional synthesis of catechol and 

adipic acid.                                                                       (6 marks) 

b) The pharmaceutical industry is continually seeking ways to develop medicines with less 

harmful side effects using processes that produce less toxic waste.  

i) Discuss in details both the green and non-green synthesis of ibuprofen.   (6 marks) 

ii) Explain the economic advantages of Bausch Health Companies (BHC) synthesis 

of Ibuprofen.                         (3 marks)                    
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QUESTION THREE (20 MARKS) 

a) Define the following terms 

i) Ionic liquids (ILs).                  (1 mark) 

ii) Supercritical CO2.                  (1 mark) 

b) Briefly explain the type of reaction vessels that are used in microwave reactions.  

        (2 marks) 

c) Discuss the advantages of water as solvent in comparison to ionic liquids.          (4 marks) 

d) Compare and contrast microwave and conventional methods of synthesis.          (8 marks) 

e) Plastic waste imposes a great problem in today’s world. Discuss the approach of an 

environmentalist and a green chemist in combating this problem.           (4 marks) 

 

QUESTION FOUR (20 MARKS) 

a) Green Chemistry is not a solution to all environmental problems but the most 

fundamental approach to preventing pollution. Discuss.                                (6 marks) 

b) Briefly explain: 

i)  Ways in which Triple Bottom Line companies use to promote sustainability.  

                    (3 marks)  

ii) The natural cycle of chemicals in the environment and how man has altered the 

cycle.                             (3 marks) 

c) Using relevant examples, explain ultrasound assisted green synthesis as used in the 

following two listed synthetic methods. 

i) Esterification.                            (4 marks) 

ii) Saponification.                (4 marks) 

 

QUESTION FIVE (20 MARKS)  

a) List and explain two ways in which an analytical chemist can measure the efficiency of a 

reaction.                             (5 marks) 

b) Maleic anhydride may be synthesized by the following two routes:  

Route 1, by benzene oxidation. 
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Route 2, Butene oxidation. 

 

i) Calculate the % atom economy of both reactions.                      (3 marks)  

ii) Briefly discuss the advantages that would be there if Route II were offered as 

green chemistry alternative for the production of maleic anhydride.         (2 marks) 

c) Using a relevant example,  

i) explain Cannizaro reaction and its relevance in teaching of the principles of green 

chemistry. Which principle is most applicable in this case?                      (5 marks) 

ii) in terms of relevant occurrences in the past, explain the importance of green 

chemistry.                                       (5 marks)  
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